HOME RULE AND ULSTER                            .1.41.
loss of credit, and they could not proceed against tie ringleaders of the threatened rebellion with any hope of getting a conviction from an Msh jury. To turn the blind eye to the proceedings in Ulster was especially the advice of the Nationalist leaders, who remained confident that the trouble would blow over, and warned the Government that British intervention or British coercion in what they deemed to be an Irish quarrel would be distasteful to all parties in Ireland.
The Cwragh Incident
Seeing nothing else to do, the Government did for the next eighteen months turn the blind eye, while the Ulstermen continued to arm and drill and import arms, under the nose of authority, with the declared intention of challenging the Imperial Parliament. Whatever arguments there might have been for this inaction, the results were highly demoralizing. It was not to be supposed that while the North was thus active the South would remain quiescent, and the immunity which was given to the one could not be withheld from the other. All through 1913 the Chief Secretary reported that there was rising up in the South of Ireland, a movement in which the extreme parties—Sinn Fein, the Irish Republican Brotherhood, the Gaelic Associations and others—were joining hands to raise a force of National Volunteers to get even with Ulster and to demand something more than a subordinate Parliament from the Imperial Government. On both sides the forces of reason and moderation were being fatally undermined, and the settlement, whatever it might be, was slipping out of the hands of Government and Parliament into the hands of armed extremists on both sides. The Ulster " Provisional Government'* in Belfast was now matched by a "National Provisional Committee" in Dublin, and both were actively engaged in arming and gun-running.
Inevitably in the circumstances speculation turned f the regular army would do if it were called upon t' to enforce Home Rule or to keep the peace 1 parties.   The War Office by now wr- - ^~-itself, one of its most eminent ^ the Director of Military Operati* and  regular  communication  -ifficulty. They could not yield to these threats without greaton Julyh ParEajnmt at least oneclamour of these times.consult the Chairman of Ways andto that portion, and the King did no more than promise t0:}pTC effect to die decision of the people, provided that ifccisjba was tinambiguously expressed on an issue clearly c^lafaed to than, fe order to place that beyond doubt the King imbted that the Parliament Bill, which had been read a fest tone in the Hoose of Commons, should be submitted to the House of Lords also befoire the election, and to that Asquith agreed* tordsf* Commons and jmbEc were thus apprised in of the proposals which were now submitted to theut Egypt by giving
